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WASHINGTON, D. €., SUNDAY MORNING. MARCH 1. 1896,

SAVED FROM THE FURY AND FLAMES _
OF PERRINE’S COMET.

ST\ MATHEMATICAL DEMONSTRATION OF WASHINGTON'S
SRR 4\ NARROW ESCAPE FROM UNIVERSAL FLOOD
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THE MEMORABLE NIGHT OF MARCH 14th,
WHY THE CELESTIAL VISITOR
TOOK THE BACK TRACK.
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[ am, Mrs.
1 perfectly satis-
to be any col- der, if the thing was that close, you ought [ There is some variety in it and it gives
wil to be able to see it distinctly with the na-|[people a run for their money. The idea of
ked eye.” a stationary hell is something terrific. Hell
“'Not at all; the fact is that it is not above [on the excursion plan is unique, if not or-
the horizon at night and never has been since | thodox. I don't sce exactly the use, bowever,
it passed its perihelion.” of heading that kind of a comet this way.
“It's what? Well, suppose it has passed its | I'm opposed to any uunecessary importations.
periliclion, doesn’t that show thiat it can give a | The woods are full already of people that ought
thing the go by without hitting it, Mrs. Wiseacres? | to have been cometized several years ago.”
_J Stppose you will next say that there is achanze of _—
11s hitting the horizon. O, Caroline, go to bed.” About the time that these theories were being
An hour after this complete suppression of the ama- | diseussed there was all over Washington a holy hor-
teur wife astronomer the male Haggard Ryder was|rorof the danger of a collision with the comet. Peo-
awakened again. He made another opening remark for ple talked about it and dreamed about it. The philo-
which there was also no warrant in Scripture. sophical people and the scientific people recalled the
“Mr. Ryder, did I ever tell you about Dick’s theory?" fact thatl in 1861 acomet did pass the earth at close
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“No; I'm glad to say you forgot it; but who was Dick and
what was his theory? Do let down that sash.”
“Well, he was onc of the greatest of astronomers. He be-
lieved that a comet was hell,”
“So do I; don't sec how he could believe an ytliing else - if he
had it in the house for six weeks.”
“Don’t be Aippant, Mr. Ryder. The great Dick believed that the
souls of the departed who were not good enough to obtain a heav-
euly reward were confined on a comet, and that they were alternate-
Iy frozen by being carried off trillions of miles into space and then
brought back again toward the sun and warmed.”
*You mean burned or roasted.”
SExactly.”
““Well, that's interesting. In the first place it proves that a comet isn't
solid, or at least until it freezes at the other end of the trip. In the second
place, if a comet, with an excursion party of the kind you mention should

really hit the earth, we would be left with some very bad people on oup)

hands. There is a satisfaction, of course, in sceing one's departed relatives

uow and then, but a good deal would depend on the shape in which they arrive

at the station. It would be very embarrassing, for instance, to get a job lot of

our ancestors back again with no chauce of their ever leaving us if, as you say,

the comet would keep right on after us and with us 'till the end of the route was
reached. T would much prefer to have mine on ice, but if they come, 1 suppose we'll
have to put up with them or they'll put up with us, which is somewhat worse. Lf
“~v can live under this government I can. I can’t help thinking what our boarders
on the Perrine plan will think of the poetry and remarks made about them on the
tombstones by their surviving historians. But, to be serious, I rather like Dick’s theory.

guarters, and even went through the atmosphere, but it
wasn't noticed on account of the war. It musthave hap-
pened in the daytime, because there weren't any fireworks
to speak of, and some people still believe that it was a case
of *“never touched me.”

But the peopleof this city last March were disposed to take
matters in earnest.  The varieties of opinion were expressed
by the variety of the devices to provide against the coming ca-
tastrophe. People who believed in the liquid theory had boats in
their backyards and folks who believed in the solidarity of the
visitor had excavated tombs, catacombs, and cellars, as they do in
the West for protection against cyclones.

People who believed in the gas theory provided themselves with
spouges saturated with the antidote liquids and gases, and people who
belicved that the solids would be dissipated in dustin the airputina
supply of umbrellas and dusters,

Some of the godly believed in prayers alone, and some of the
more godly believed in plenty of prayer, if sent up from the celtar, while
the Haggard Ryderites were disposed to scoff at the mathematicians and
their talk about nodes, ellipses, foci, ephemerides, and the attraction of Jupi-
ter.

Some people believed that if the comet reached the earth's atimesphere and
held a gas that would set the air on fire the scripture would be verified, which
stated that the “heavens would be shrivelled up like a scroll.” These people
could not suggest any preventive, and as a proof of their indifference to the pos-
sibilities, they attended a Freach ball in a body one night in February.

They were as reckless as some of the folks in Florence during the time
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